November 19, 2019

     
The November 19, 2019 Regular Board meeting held at the Village Office, 110 W. Central, was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by President Keneipp.
     
Trustees physically present: Williams, Richards, Schultz, Frazier

Trustees absent:  Beccue.
    
 Also physically present: Chief Weseloh, Supt. of Public Works Schopp, Joe Dial, Tony Moore with Republic Services.

A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Schultz to approve the 11.05.19 Minutes as written. 
Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Richards, Schultz, Williams
Nays: None.
Chief Weseloh addressed the board. Ongoing investigations are wrapping up. There has been an increased focus on community programs. Community Claus, specifically, has been getting more interest. A spaghetti dinner to benefit the program will be held on Thursday and St. Johns Fellowship Hall.  “Stop The Bleed” kits were purchased for Olympia West and local churches from the funds that were raised at last year’s First Responder Appreciation Day.  Training was provided on the proper way to use the kits. The Minier Explorers and Officers will be helping at the Classic Country Christmas Event on Saturday, November 30.
Schopp addressed the board. Water samples are complete for the month. The sidewalk repair at IGA has been completed but there is still some work do to on the curb. This will be packed with rock. Public Works has been working on the Classic Country Christmas Event.  Lights have been put on the trees at Veterans Park and the street décor has been completed. There was a recall on the new plow truck. It was taken to Uftring’s and repaired at no cost to the Village. Westside Park has been completed. The Village is waiting to hear back from the DNR to start the process for the grant inspection. Schopp discussed phone upgrades. There was an issue with one of the Julie Dig reports that came in to Public Works. Ameren hit a control wire to the well. The repair was made. The control wire was only buried one foot beneath the surface. 

A motion was made by Williams and seconded by Frazier to Approve Mileage Reimbursement for Heidi Mugler in the Amount of $33.29 for travel Expenses for the Classic Country Christmas Event. 

Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Richards, Schultz, Williams
Nays: None.


A motion was made by Schultz and seconded by Frazier to Approve A Cell Phone Upgrade for Public Works.
Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Richards, Schultz, Williams

Nays: None.

The Clerk addressed the board and stated that an update had been received from the Bulldogs Soccer Association. Their head coach, Ivan Hernandez, is no longer with the league. Plans to utilize Westside Park in the spring are on hold until the future of the league has been determined. Heather Dehn will be in contact with the office to provide any further updates. Julie Darnall will be taking her retirement earlier than previously scheduled. The DNR Office has been contacted to set up a date for inspection at Westside Park. The clerk briefly discussed the current situation with the grocery store in town and possibilities for future developments. Mackinaw IGA will be doing deliveries to the Minier area for elderly residents that were previously getting deliveries from the Minier IGA.

Attorney Gifford addressed the board regarding the contract for Services of Solid Waste Removal and Disposal with Republic Services. Gifford stated that the annual increase will be based on the state generated CPI rate with a “lid” at 4%.  This allows protection for both parties. Minor changes requested by Republic were completed and consisted of mostly language tweaks.

A motion was made by Frazier and seconded by Schultz to Approve and Accept a Contract As Written with Republic Services Regarding Solid Waste Disposal. 
Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Richards, Schultz, Williams.
Nays: None 
There was brief discussion regarding the trash cart drop off on December 19th. 

Mugler explained that the current ordinance on file regarding water and sewer payment and shut offs will need to be amended to now include garbage. Gifford will work on this and have it prepared prior to the effective date for Republic Services. 

Moore exited the meeting.

Gifford provided information on new requirements from the State Laws and Ethics Act regarding sexual harassment policies. An ordinance must be passed adopting these new measures and there must now be provided an independent method of reporting claims. “Independent Method” is loosely defined as an outside person who would serve as a means to report any incident of sexual harassment. This person would be required to have some type of sexual harassment background or training and a method to do minor forms of investigation. 

Gifford also addressed the board regarding the ongoing discussion in reference to Solar Panels. He stated that there needed to be some policy terms before the ordinance could be drafted. Specific questions were posed to the board and Gifford will wait for their direction. He also stated that everything existing prior to the passing of the ordinance would be grandfathered in unless modified or changed in any way after the fact. Permit fees were also discussed. Gifford will gather some sample ordinances from Villages similar in size. 
There was continued discussion regarding the new cannabis laws. Gifford will be looking into various ordinance options. Policy decisions need to be made regarding this, as well. There will need to be further discussion regarding options and policies. The Village must have a policy in place. A sample ordinance could be adopted rather quickly. 
Mr. Keneipp discussed plans for the Christmas holiday. 

A motion to adjourn at 8:02 pm was made by Frazier and seconded by Schultz.  Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes: Frazier, Richards, Schultz, Williams
Nays: None.
__________________________                 ________________________________
Neill Keneipp, Village President                 Heidi Mugler, Clerk 
